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Torrance, California 
April 12, 1949 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF TiE CI'fY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

The City Council of the City ot Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, April 12, 1949, at 8:0~ p.m. 

Councilman Drale moved that, in the absence of Mayor Sherfey, 
CouncilJl1$Il Haggard serve as Mayor Pro tem. Councilman Jackson 
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor Pro tem Haggard called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Drale, Haggard, Jackson and Powell. Absent: Council
men: Sherfey. 

Mayor Pro tem l:I.aggard announced that this is the time for open
ing bids for furnishing and erecting & metal building 50' x 100'. 

Clerk Bartlett proceeded to open and read the following bids: 

Paoific Iron & Steel Co. 
11633 South Alameda Street 
Los Angeles 2, Calitornia 

Total Bid 
Alternate #1 add to price 

Cashier's Cheok in the amount ot $970.00 aocompanied the 

Welded Trusses Inc. 
Technical Welding Service 
2008 West Seventh Street 
Los Angeles 5, Calif. 

Total Bid· 
For Wood frame overhead 
doors add • • • • • • • 
For Aluminum frame over
head doors add. • . • • 

No check or bond accompanied the bid. 

Soule Steel Company 
6200 Wilmington Avenue 
Los Angeles 1, Calif. 

Proposal I - Total Bid 
Proposal II - Total Bid 

$7,454.00 
1,680.00 

bid. 

$8,584.00 

640.00 

970.00 

$7,447.00 
9,438.00 

Certified Check in the amount of $9#3.80 accompanied the bid. 

Pascoe Construotion Company 
389 lIo. Eas t End Avenue 
Pomona, California 

Total Bid 
4 Horizontal Sliding Doors 
4 Overhead DOors ••••• 

$7,164.00 
896.00 

1,516.00 

Bid Bond in the amount of $1000.00 accompanied the bid. 

Empire Steel.B~dgs •. Co. 
2137 Ma.riannaAvenue 
Los Angeles 33, Calif. 

TO,tal Bid $6, 975 .00 
Aecordian type folding doors 1,650.00 
Accordian type gates. •. 1,125.00 

Bid Bond iIi the amount of' $700.00 aeo6mpanied the bid. 

'Wa1,ter G. ii tollell 
24.00 'West Vernon Ave. 
Los Angeles 43, Cal it • 

,~.():tal B.id 
Overhead 'doors add .••. 
Double Sliding doors add 

BidBondiJi the sum ot $looo~60, accompanied the bid. 
" 

"~ I 

$7,858.00 
1,725.00 
1,100.00 



Kyle Steel Conatruction Co. 
5200 Alcoa'-Avenue-' 

TotalB1d $6,973.00 
Optional: 

Los Angeles 11, Calit. 1. ROlling DoOrs ada 2,190.00 
2. AluiWltim' Doors -raiSed 

vertically on tracks add 2,317.00 
3. Sliding Doors on track 8Cd 1, 200 • 00 

For 50 ' x 104' Bldg. add 280.00 
4. High Swing Metal Doors adi 2,034.00 

Bond in the amount ot 10~ ot the bid vas attached. 

W11helm Steel Construction Co.Total B1d 
12901 South Yukon Avenue Alternate B1d: 
Hay thorne, Californ1a W1th 9verhead Aluminum 

Doors - Total Bid 

Bond in the amount ot 10~ ot theb1d vas attached. 

$8,520.00 

Counc1lman Jackson moved that the bids tor turnishing and 
erecting a metal bu11ding be referred to C1ty Manager Stevens and 
City Attorney Smith tor analysis and recommendation to the Council 
at the next regular meeting. Councilman Poyell seconded the motion. 

Betore calling for a vote, Councilman Drale pointed out that 
the Empire Steel Buildings Company is, at the present time, the loy 
bidder, and he asked that this fact be made a part of the reoord. 

There being a motion betore the CounCil, Mayor Pro tem Haggard 
called for a vote. The motion yas carried unanimously. 

Mayor Pro tem Haggard announced that this is the time for open
ing bids tor installing acoustical ceiling in the Civio Auditorium. 

Clerk Bartlett proceeded to open and read the tolloving bids: 

Acoustical Contractors, Inc. Proposal 11 
1701 West Slaulon Proposal #2 
Los Angeles, Calif. Proposal #3 

Certified Check in the amount ot $500.00 aocompan1ed 

The Harold E. Shugart Co.,Inc.Proposal "A" 
911 Borth Sycamore' Avenue Proposal liB" 
Los Angeles _ 38, Calif. Proposal "c" 
Certified Check in the amount of $357.00 accompan1ed 

$4,344.00 
3,888.00 
5,300.00 

the bid. 

$3,150.00 
3,570.00 
1,820.00 

the bid. 

Councilman Povell moved that the bids for installing acoustical 
oeiling in the Civic Auditorium be referred to the Counoil as a 
vhole, C1ty xanager Stevenl and C1ty Attorney Smith for study and 
recommendation at the next regular meeting. Councilman Jackson 
seconded the mot1on vh1ch val carr1ed unanimously. 

Councilman Povell moved that the .!nutes of a Regular Meeting 
held Jlarch 22,1949, and of Adjourned Regular Meetings held Karch 
29 and April 5, 1949 be approved as yritten. Counoilman Jaokson 
seconded the motion vhich vas carried unanimously. 

KRI:tEK CQIMDIICATIONS 

The following oommunioations vere read: 

Southern California Gas Company enclosing check for $11,570.42 
being payment !n full under Franchise Ordinanoe No . 332, for period 
January 1 to December 31, 1948, inclusive. Xatter of reoord. 

The Texas Company enolosing oheck for $12.27, being payment 
due under tranohise ordinanoes in existence in the City of Torrance, 
for the period January 1 to December 31, 1948, inc1us1 ve • Ma t tel' 
of record. 
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Richfield Oil Corporation enclosing cheek for $1}7.30,be1ng 
payment due under franchise 6rdi~nces in existence in the City of 
Torrance, for the period January 1 to December 31, 1948, inclusive. 
Matter of record. 

The National Supply Company expressing appreciation for paving 
of Border Avenue. Ordered filed. 

George W.Downing, Secretary, Recreation Commission, expressing 
apprecia tion tor the Council's prompt ac tion regarding a recreation 
program tor Torrance, and advising that the Commission, which is 
automatically disbanded by Ordinance No. 454, is willing to continue 
on a temporary basis until such time as a permanent Commission is 
appointed. 

Councilman Powell moved that this letter be considered later in 
the meeting, together with an ordinance in connection therewith. 
COuncilman Draleseconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Rev. Ben Samuel, 1319 Crenshaw Blvd. explaining the type ot 
public activity he is conducting in .his home, whicp he states is 
not comparable to any type of palmistry, tortune telling" card 
reading, etc." but is strictly Spiritual Healing. This letter was 
the resultot an investigation made by the License Inspector. 

CouncllmanPowell moved that this matter be referred to the 
City Attorney and License Inspector tor the necessary action. Coun
o1lman Draleseconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Application ot Walter L. Bark to open a letter shop at 1526 
Cravens Ave., business to consist ot mimeographing" multigraphing, 
t1P1ng and mailing service • 

. Olerk Bartlett explained , that this .applicationis brought 
betoretne Council because ot the recent action taken at the meet
inS ot Jlaroh 29, 1949, whereby requests tor a license tor any busi
ne •• not enumerated 1n License Ordinance No. 381 be referred to. the 
Council tor recommendation. 

Atter some discussion, Councilman Jackson moved that the li
cenae be granted. Councilman Drale seconded the motion 'Which was 
carried~illlOus1y. 

Resignation troll ' Charles T ~: Rlppy as a member ot the Torranc~ 
Oi ~Plann1ng OODlllliuion. 

Councilman Drale moved that the resignation of Mr. Rippy be 
.a.ccepted, and that the City Manager be instructed to write a letter 
to Mr. Rippy expressing the Council's appreciation of his past 
services. ,Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was 
carried unanimoUsly. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1974 

A RESOLUTIOli OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CIft OF 
TORRABCE SUPPORTmG ASSEMBLY BILL WO. 1664. 

q()~cilma.nPowell moved that further reading of Resolution Bo. 
1974 be ,suspended. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUlfCILMElI: 
Drale" Jackson, Povell and Haggard. lIOES: COUliCJLMEN: lIone. 
ABSENT: COUliCILMEB: Sherfey. 

As there was some discussion regarding the subject or this 
resolution, Clerk Bartlett read Resolution No. 1974 in its entirety. 

Councilman Jackson moved that Resolution No. 1974 be adopted. 
CouncilmanPovell seconded the motion vhich vas carried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: . AYES: COUBCnaMEli: Drale,Jackson, 
Powell and Ha.ggard. NOES: COUBCILMEli: None. ABSElIT: COUlfCIL
KElls Shertey. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTIOB BO. 1975 

RESOLUTIOB OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRABCE ACCEPTIBG GRANT DEED FROM TOBY 
FRIETAS AND AHEARIBA FRIETAS TO THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND AUTHORIZIBG RECORDING OF SAME. 

Councilman Dra1e moved that further reading of Resolution 
Bo. 1975 be suspended. Councilman Pove11 seconded the motion 
vhich vas carrIed by the fo110ving roll call vote: AYES: COUBCIL~ 
MElt: Dra1e, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Bone. 
ABSENT: COUBC ILJIEN: Sherf ey • 

Councilman Powell moved that Resolution No. 1975 be adopted. 
Councilman Dra1e seconded the motion which vas carried by the 
follOwing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Dra1e, Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUBCIL
DB f Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1976 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRABCE ACCEPTING EASEMENT DEED FROM 
TONY FRIETAS AND ABEARDlA FRIETAS TO THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND AUTHORIZING RECORDING 
OF SAME. 

Councilman Dra1e moved that further reading of Resolution 
No. 1976 be dispensed with. Councilman Pove11 seconded the motion 
vhich vas carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MElt Dra1e, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Bone. 
ABSElfT: COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Councilman Dra1e moved that Resolution No. 1976 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried by the 
follOWing roll call vo te: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Dra1e I Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUBCIL
MD': ~herfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1977 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING GRANT DEED FROM HATTIE 
J. CAVANAUGH TO THE CI'f'Y OF TORRABCE AND 
AUTHORIZIRG THE RECORDING OF SAlE. 

Councilman Dra1e moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution 50. 1977. Councilman Jacksoh seconded the motion which 
vas carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUBCILMEN: 
Drale, Jackson, Povell and Haggard. BOES: COUBCILMEli: None. 
ABSEIlT: CO'UllCILMEB: Sherfey. 

Councilman Powell mOTed that Resolution No. 1977 be adopted. 
Councilman Drale seconded the motion which vas carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUBCILMEB: Drale, Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. BOES: COUBCILMEIf: None. ABSENT: COUBCIL
DB: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION BO. 1978 

RESOLUTION OF THE CI'f'Y COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE GRANTING TEMPORARY SLOPE RIGHTS TO 
THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES OVER CERTAIlI PROPERTY 
OWllED BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND RESCINDING 
RESOLUTION NO. 1964. 



Councilman Powell moved that-further reading of Resolution 
No. 1978 be dispensed with. Councllm.a.n Jackson seconded the motion 
which was- carrIed by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNC IL~ 
JIElI: Drale, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: - COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: - COUNCILMEN: Sherfey~ '. .. 

-Councilman Powell moved that Resolution No. 1978 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried-by the 
follOwing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
JIElI: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 448 

AI' ORDINAliCE OF THE CITY OF TORRAliCE AMENDING 
LAM> USE ORDmAliCE NO. 316, RECLASSIFYING LOT 
1, BLOCK 90, TORRANCE TRACT AND TEE EAST 120' 
OF THE SOUTH 140' OF LOT 1, TRACT NO. 7873 FROM 
R-3 AND R-l ZONES (MULTIPLE-FAMILY AND SINGLE
FAJm..Y RESIDENTIAL) TO A C-l (RETAIL COMMERCIAL) 
ZONE. 

Councilman Jackson moved that further reading of Ordinance 
No. 448 be dispensed with. Councilman Powell seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUBCIL
MElf: Dra1e, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Bone. 
ABSD'f: COUNClLMEl'l: Sherfey. 

CounCilman Jackson moved that Ordinance No. 448 be adopted 
for final reading. Councilman Powell seconded the motion which 
was carried by the follOWing roll call vote: AYES: COtJIfCILNElI: 
Dra1e, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSDT: COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 449 

Ali ORDIliABCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRAliCE AMENDING LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 
316, RECLASSIFYING ALL OF TRACT 10. 15157 
FROM AN A-I (LIGHT AGRICULTURAL) ZONE TO C-2 
(GENERAL COMMERCIAL) FOR LOTS 12-17, INCLUSIVE, 
OF BLOCK 6;R-2 (TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) FOR 
LOTS 18-24, INCLUSIVE, OF BLOCK 6, AND LOTS 
8-15, INCLUSIVE, OF BLOCK 5; AND R-1 (SINGLE
FOILY RESIDENTIAL) FOR B.ALAliCE OF TRACT. 

- Councilman Powell moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
449 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUB
CILMEIl: Dra1e, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. 10ES: COUNCILMEN 
Bone. ABSDT: COUllCILJIEN: Sherfey. 

Councilman Powell moved that Ordinance No. 449 be adopted for 
final reading. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Dra1e, 
Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUllCILMElf: None. ABSEe: 
COUNCILIIElI: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 
ORDIIAICE 10. 450 

AN ORDINAI'CE OF 'fHE C I'l'Y COUNCIL OF 'fEE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMEIDIBG LAND USE ORDlJiANCE 
1'0.316, RECLASSIFYIBG A POR'fION OF LOT '8, 
'!'RACT BO. 7873, AND A PAR'f OF 'fHE SANTA FE 
RAILWAY COMPABY' S RIGH'r-OF-WAY ADJACENT THERE
TO, FROX AI A-I (LIGH! AGRICULTURAL) ZOD TO 
U' .-2 (HEAVY MAlftJII'ACTt1RDlG) zon. 
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Councilman Powell moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
450 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the folloving roll call vote: AYES: COUN
CILJIEB: Drale, Jackson, Povell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
:Rone. ABSUT-g COlJ'WCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Councilman Powell moved that Ordinance No. 450 be adopted tor 
final reading. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEIT: 
COUllClLMEJJ: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 451 

AI ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDDlG LAND USE ORDINAllCE NO. 
316, RECLASSIFYING ALL OF TRACT BO. 15213 FROM 
AI A-I (LIGHT AGRICULTURAL) ZONE TO Ali R-l 
(SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) ZONE WITH THE EX
CEPTION OF LOT 1, BI..O CK 4, AND LOT 1, BLO CK 5, 
WHICH ARE TO BE RECLASSIFIED TO A C-2 (GENERAI. 
COMMERCIAL) ZONE. 

Councilman Jackson moved that further reading of Ordinance 
No. 451 be dispensed with. Councilman Powell seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Drale, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Bone. 
ABSElfT: COUliCILMEI: Sherfey. 

Councilman Jackson moved that Ordinance No. 451 be adopted for 
final reading. Councilman Drale seconded the motion whiCh was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEITz 
OOUliClLIIEJ: Sherfey. 

Olerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 453 

Ali ORDINAlfCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 14 OF ORDINAliOE NO. 
316 OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Powell moved that further reading of Ordinance Bo. 
453 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MENJ Drale, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSDT: COUNC ILMElf : Sherf ey • 

CounCilman Powell moved that Ordinance No. 453 be adopted 
for final reading. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which 
"as carried by the following roll call vote: AYES:. COUNOILXEI: 
Drale, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSElI'!': COtnlCIIJIEN: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 456 

All ORDIl'fABCE OF THE CI'l'I COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SELLING, USING, POS
SESSION UD DISCHARGE OF FIREWORKS m THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AllD REPEALING ORDINANCES NO. 91 AND 
NO. 185. 

Councilman Powell moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
456 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILME:R: 
Drale, Jackson, Povell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEK: None. 
ABSElIT: COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 
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Councilman Powell moved that Ordinance No. 
final reading. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Drale. 
MEN: Sl1erfey. 

456 be adopted for 
motion which was 

COUNCILMEN: Jackson, 
ABSENT: COUNCIL-

Clerk Bartlett presented for first and final reading and read 
title to urgency 

ORDINANCE NO. 455 

AN " ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE PROVIDING PENALTY FOR ANY OFFICER, EM-

- PLOYEE, AGENT, OR OTHERWISE, OF THE CITY OF TOR
RANCE, WHO FAILS OR REFUSES TO SURRENDER BOOKS, 
PAPERS, RECEIPTS, RECORDS OR OTHER PROPERTY FOR 
INSPECTION BY CERTAIN OFFICIALS. 

Councilman Powell moved that further reading of urgency Ordi
nance No. 455 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
motion which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Jackson, Powel1 and Haggard. NOES: COUNC IL-_ 
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Councilman Powell moved that urgency Ordinance No. 455 be 
adopted. CoUncilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Jackson;' Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first and final reading and read 
ti tIe to urgency 

ORDINANCE .NO.458 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 3 OF ARTICLE -r OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 454 AND SUBSTITUTING A NEW SECTION 
THEREFOR. 

City Attorney Smith explained that this amendment does not 
change the Recreation Ordinance except as to the number of members 
constituting the Commission. 

Councilman Powell moved that further reading of urgency Ordi
nance No.. 458 be dispensed .."i tho Councilman Ja.ckson seconded the 
motion which vas carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: Nqne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Councilman Powell moved that urgency Ordinance No. 458 be 
adopted. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion ,\-Thich was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COmWILMLN: 
Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first and final reading _and read 
title to urgency 

ORDINANCE NO. 459 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CrTY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE CREATING AND ESTABLISHING A TAXATION 
AND BUDGET COMMISSION TO ACT IN AN ADVISORY CA
PACITY '1'0 THE CITY MANAGER IN HIS PREPARATION 
OF THE ANrruAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF TORP~NCE. 

Counc:ilman Jackson moved that further reading of urgency Ordi
nance No. 459 be dispensed ,\-lith. Councilman Powell secondod the 
motion which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale , Jaclcson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL~mN: Sherfey. 
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Councilman Jackson moved that urgency Ordinance No. 459 be 
adopted. Councilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Jackson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: . COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first and final reading and read 
title to ~rgency 

ORDINANCE NO. 460 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ESTABLISHING TRAFFIC CONTROL INSTALLA
TIONS ON CERTAIN STREETS IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND ESTAELISHING 25-MILE PER HOUR ZONES. 

Councilman Drale moved that further reading of urgency Ordi
nanoe No. 460 be dispensed with. Councilman Powell seconded the 
motion which vae oarr1ed by the follo'Wing roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN, Drab! Ja.ckson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUN
CILMEN ,None • AE~ENT : COUNCILMEN: Sherfey. 
. Councilman Drale moved that urgenoy Ordinance No. 460 be 

adopted. CounCilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Jaokson, Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNOILMEN: Sherfey. 

A commun1oation from City Mana.g~r Stevens was read submitting 
the following reoommendations for the Counc11's cons1derat1on and 
approval: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

That Robert T. G11bert be temporarily employed as a 
Watchman and Attendant at the~orrance Ball Fark, 
effective April lli 1949, and that his compensation 
be at the rate of ~176.oo per mon~~, the position to 
be temporary only. 

Tha~ Francis O. Stevens be temporarily employed as a 
Bus Attendant, effective April 1, 1949, and that his 
compensation be at ~~e rate of $193.00 per month. 

That W. H. Stanger, Water Superintendent, be granted a 
30-daySick Leave, beginning May 1, 1949. 

Councilman Drale moved that the Council concur in ~~e recom
mendations 'of City Manager Stevens with regard to Personnel. 
CouncilmanPdwell seconded the motion which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNC ILMEN : None. ABSENT: COUNC n..
MEN: Sherfey. 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

For improvements at Ball Park, Picnic Area and Band 
Stand, the sum of $504.50. 

For expenses incurred in obtaining Guarantee Titles 
in connection with acquisition of right-of-way on 
Western Avenue, the sum of $405.00. (From County 
Aid Funds for Western Avenue.) 

For the acquisition of property in North Torrance, 
$8,050.00 for approximately 4.37 acres and $2,050.00 
for approximately 1.13 acres, said funds to be placed 
in escrow immediately. (From Unappropriated Reserve.) 
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4. For the purohase and installation of pump for Mack 
F!re Engine, the sum of $3,500.00. (From Unappropriated 
Reserve.) 

CouncU.n Drale moved t.~at the Council concur in thereoom
mendations of C1t7 Manager Stevena with regard to Appropriations. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried b7 the 
f'ollowing roll oall vote: AYES: COUllCILMEN: Drale, Jackson, 
Powell and Haggard. NOES: COUNCILMEN t None. ABSEB'l' : COUlfCIL
MElf: Sherf'e7. 

MISmq·!·4J!EOYS: 

l.'fha.t the applicat10n ot Mr. Edward George for perm1ssion 
to ' live in a tent on l82Dd Street ' be den1ed, pending 
ev1denoe ot intention to erect a home at the proposed 
10cat10n. 

2. That b1ds be invited tor the improvement at: 

a. Sepulveda Boulevard, between Narbonne 
Avenue and the Santa Fe Railroad traok •• 

b. Hawthorne Boulevard, between lilntington 
Street and 190th Street. 

Councilman Povel1 moved that the reoommendation. of' P1t7 
Manager Stevena on Miscellaneous matters be concurred in. Coun
cilman Jackson seoonded the motion whioh was carried b7 the 
following roll oa1l vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Jackson, 
Pove1l and Haggard. NOES a COUNCn.KJm: None. ABSENT: COUN
CILIIBB: Sherte7. 

Tvo oommunicationl trom Wilxiam H. Munds, Secreta1'7, Torrance 
Plann1ng Commilsion, were read adviling that at a meeting at the 
Commission held April 5, 1949, the following matters were acted on: 

The following described site was approved, as requested b7 the 
Board of' Eduoation at the Torranoe Unitied School District: 

PARCEL 1: 

That portIon of' Lot 1, Traot No. 9765, as shown on map 
recorded in Book 170, pages 10 e't seq., of Maps, in the oftioe 
ot the Reoorder of' the Count7 of Lol Angeles. 

Approval of the above site rep1aoes the action ot the Plann
ing Commis'ion taken Ma7 18, 1948, on Lot 13, Block 8, Proposed 
'lTaot Ko.~5139. 

'ina1 Traot Map No. 15933 val unan1mous17 approved, lubjeot 
to minor engineering ohanges, the pOltingot the neoessary bond, and 
the re90mmendations at the C1t7 Engineer~ Department as to the 
handlIng at the lov 1andl and the curbs gu tterl along oertain 
streetl, al proposed in the attached letter tram the EngIneering 
Department. 

ThII'l'raot i.1ocatedbetween l82nd Street and l86th Street, 
bordered on the vest by lia.vthorne Blvd., on the east by Amie Avenue 
and oonltd.ita-ot 163 lots . :. 

A oommunication tram John R. Patriok, Assistant CIty EDgineer, 
val read advising that in regard to Final Tract Map No. 15933, 
looated on the southeast oorner at l82nd Street and Hawthorne Boule
vard and containing 163 lots, the City Engineering Department vould 
like to recommend the tollowing stipulat10nl to be oomplied with 
betore tina1 approval by the CIty Counoi1: 

'".! 



1. That Lots ~27 to 131, inclusive, be dedioated as a City 
Park, whioh will aot &s an absorption b&a1n for the water from 
Hawthorne Boulevard; that this portion be exoavated to a point 
of 2i' below any existing or future ground elevations. 

2. That an easement 10' in ,width be granted to. the City ot 
Torranoe tor drainage purposes, along lot line between Lots 142 
and 143. This will be surtaoed with an approved surfaoing and to 
suoh a grade as to allow water to tlow from Hawthorne Boulevard 
into the proposed b&sin. 

3. That Lots 132 and 133 be dedioated and exoavated &S in 
Item Bo. 1, with a 10' drainage easement along the lot line be
tween Lots 138 and 139, or in lieu ot this dedioation, that the 
subdivider oonstl'Uct an adequate drain trom a point along the 
north bounda17 ot Lot 138 north to such a distanoe as to allow 
the water to reach the absorption basin, as set up in Item Bo. 1. 

It is also requested that the subdivider oonstruct curbs 
and gutters along Roslyn Avenue, Amie ATenue alld 186th Street, 
which are exi8ting streets under Tract Ho. 10216. This will 
.t:e these streets conform in appearanoe with the two new streets, 
Regina AveDUe and Ashley Avenue, which he is required under Sub
di vi8ion Ord1nance Ho. 437 to ins tall. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the Counoil 'approve the aot10n 
ot the Planning Commission w1th regard to the request ot the Tor
rance Unified School Distriot, and that the approval ot Final Traot 
Map Bo. 15933 be oonourred in subjeot to minor engineering ohaases, 
and provided that oertain stipulat10ns recommended by the Engin
eering Department be complied with. Councilman Jackson seoonded 
the motion which was oarried unan1mously. 

Mayor Pro tem Haggard announoed that a Public Hearing will 
nov be held on Case Bo. 156, Pet1tion ot Anna Sohn, et al, tor a 
Change ot Zone attecting Loti 4, 5 and 6 1n Block 15, and Lots 
1, 2 and 3 in Block 18, all in Traot Ho. 2761, situated on Green
wood AveDUe between Carson and Sonoma Streets. Petit10ners re
que8~ that the zone be chansed trom A-l (L1ght Agricultural) to 
R-2 (TVo-tamily Resident1al). 

Clerk Bartlett adv1sed that no wr1tten protests have been 
received. 

Oitt Manager Stevena stated that no wr1tten protests have 
been reoeived. 

Oity Manager Stevens presented and read the tindingl or the 
Planning Oommission at their leoond hearing, wh1ch unanimoully 
approved the petition and recommended that the City Council oon
cur in thil action. 

Mayor Pro tem Haggard oalled tor oral protests. 
There being no protestl, Councilman Powell moved that the 

recommendation ot the Planning Oommillion be ooncurred in, and 
that the Oounci1 grant the Petition ot Anna SOhn, et al, tor a 
Change ot Zone. Oouncilman Drale aeconded the mot10n which was 
carried unanimoul1y. 

Th. requ.lt ot H&1'1'1 Anderson and Ohelter Phillips tor per
mi'lion to build two hOmes on one aore ot land, Lot 11, Hickman 
Traot, denied by the Planning Commillion al the requelt did not 
oont01'll1 to Land U .. Ordinanoe 10. 316, was reterred, at the meet
ing ot Maroh 22nd, to the Oity Oounci1 tor consideration. 

Counoilman Dra1e moved that the request ot the above app1i
oant. to build two hOmes on one aore of land be granted. Oounoil
man Povell leconded the motion whioh wal oarried unanimoul1y. 

Counoilman Dra1e aaked what progress has been made in the 
matter ot oonaoli4ating the three water di.triot •• 
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Oity Manager Stevens stated that the preliminary step, namely, 
the drafting of a map' showing all water installations, has been com-
pletedby Mr. Stanger, Water -Superintendent, and that he (Mr. ' 
Stevens) has a copy of said map. The next procedure, he said, 
will be to prepare plans for the consolidation of the water dis
tricts. 

Mr. W. H. Stanger, Water Superintendent, suggested that be
fore a survey is made, an opinion be obtained from Mr. James L. 
Beebe, of, the ;firm of O'Melveny and Myers, on the legality of con
solidating the three water districts. He stated, with all due re
spect to the City Attorney's opinion regarding the effects of the 
1927 Act on freeholder charter cities in such matters, it will re
quire the approval of the law firm of O'Melveny and Myers to make 
the bonds valid and acceptable by bond buying firms. Therefore, 
Mr. Stanger advised against spending any money for a survey until 
sllch legal' opinion has been obtained, after which the survey would 
have to be made by consulting engineers, and he remarked that 
ninety days was not sufficient time for making a survey. 

Oouncilman Drale moved that the time for making the survey be 
extended another ninety days, and the matter of a legal opinion be 
taken up by the Council at a later date. Councilman Povell 
seoonded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

In reply to Mr. Stanger's remarks, City Attorney Smith stated 
as follows: "I have never taken the floor in the defense of some 
opinion I might have rendered. I don't know the gentleman that 
Mr. Stanger speaks about. I know that he has a very fine reputa
tion as a lawyer on municipal matters, but I do know this - that 
the Constitution of the State of California, under vhich ve re
ceived our freeholder charter, expressly states that municipal 
water distribution is purely a muniCipal affair, and that in muni
cipal affairs the state lavs are not paramount but subservient to 
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the lavs as expressed in the ordinances of freeholder charter cities. 
' There is vhere the au thori ty comes from - the Cons ti tu tion of the 
State of California - and not from any law passed by the legislature, 
vhether it is direct or implied. Our charter is paramount to any 
general lav that deals vith purely muniCipal affairs, and the serv
ing of water or the consolidation of any of the services in the " 
City is a JIlUnicipal affair. That is where -I get my authority - froll 
the Constitution of the State of California. A city of the sixth 
class is not granted such povers. If it is not a municipal affair, 
ve are bound by the State laws - they prevail over our ordinances 
but in so tar as municipal affairs are concerned they do not. That 
is the reason the paramount status of municipal affairs makes our 
ordinances passed on municipal affairs paramount even to any lav 
of the State. Nov, there may be some procedure that I knov nothing 
about that must be adhered to, but so far as our power and our 
r1ght to do these th:nis, I vill stake my reputation on the state
ment that I have made. 

Councilman Povell stated that a petition has been received 
by the City Clerk, bearing forty-four signatures, mostly of ohildren 
of th1s c1ty, urg1ng the adoption and enforcement of an ordinance re
quiring that all hazards created by the abandonment of oil veIls, 
gas veIls, and vater veIls, be eliminated. 

Councilman Povell explained that the reoently adopted Oil Code 
Ordinance includes the removal of such hazards, and then moved that 
the Chief of Police be instructed to report, at regular intervals, 
to the C1ty CounCil for necessary action, all complaints of any 
nuisance or hazards vith regard to veIls received by his department, 
comparable to the one vhich recently existed in San Marino and 
brought to the attention of the public in ourrentpublicationa. 

\ , Counoilman Drele seconded the motion which was carried unanimouBl7. 

\, 

\ ' ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

".... Mr. Harry Clark of 1231 So. Olive Street, Los Angeles, made 
~plication for a photographer's license. He explained that he 
r~esents Feature Photos, a concern having an agreement vith the 
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LOmita-Progress Newspaper, to take photographs otchildren vhose 
pictures appear in the newspaper, and are · also sold to the parente. 

Olerk Bartlett advised that he took up this matter vith the 
Better Business Bureau ot the Chamber ot Commerce, and -they reoc~ 
meDded that Hr. Mosher vrite a letter to the Oity Oouncil endorsing 
JIr. Olark. .' .... . 

There vas some discussion on Ordinance No. 317, vhich sets 
forth the requirements for solicitors. . 

Oouncilman Povell moved that a license be denied Xr. Olark 
pending the necessary letter of recommendation trom the Better 
Business Bureau or trom Hr. Mosher, ot the Lomita-Progress N8Ys
p&per. CouncUJIBJl Drale seconded the motion vhich vas carried 
UD&I11moualy. 

Oommander Mason informed the Oouncil that a controversial 
matter has arisen in Hollywood Riviera over advertising signs 
which greatly detract from the beauty of the residential area. 
Commander Rason made reference to Land Use Ordinance No. 316, and 
requested that the provisions therein relative to the placing ot 
sigD8 be enforced. 

!here was considerable discussion on this matter. 
Councilman Dralemoved that the prOVisions ot Ordinance 10. 

316'~ regard to the placing ot signs in the Oity ot Torrance 
beearO~ced by the Ohiet ot Police. Councilman Powell seconded. 
the .ot1on which 'Was carried unanimously. 

CH.W JlaDager Stevens explained ,that he i8 endeavorlng to get 
the 1J1terested parties together for the purpose ot vorklng out 
some arrangement vlth regard to directlonal signs. 

Oity Attorney SJIl1th said, "I do not believe that a sign 
directing people to a certain spot is in violation ot Ordlnance 10. 
316. It 11 l1y opinion that the object of the insertion ot such a 
clause 1J1 Ordinance No. 316, is to prevent advertis1ng. Nov, it 
11 not a legal objection under this ordinance tor any man who has 
a lot to sell putting a sign on that property, it that property 
11 for sale, it the sign does not exceed six square teet, and there 
i. DO lav asa1D8t the city placlng a sign upon its property d1rect
iDa traffic to a certain district - that is not advertising. I 
~1Dk a citizen has a right to direct pedestrians or automobiles 
to a sale, that is not advertising, but directing him toa certain 
vic1u1ty. It i. a sign vhich direots you to a oertaln}()oation." 

OouncUJII&D Povell moved that all bllls properlyaudlted be 
pa14.. Oouncilman Jackson seconded the motion which v&s 'oarrie4-bJ 
the following roll oall vo te : AYES: OOUllOILMElV: Drale, Jacklon, 
Pove11 and Haggard. NOES: OOUllCILMElh None. ABSDT: OOUBCIL
lID: Shertey. 

At 9:58 p.Il., on motion by Oounoilman Powell" lecoD4ed by Coun
oilman Jaokson, and unanimously oarried, the meeting adjourned. 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 


